


TENE STAND. 


BY A SOCIETY OF YOUNG MEN. 
-—— -____| 


Nought from our birth or ancestors we claim, 
All is our own, our honor and our shame. 














| No. Il. HARTFORD JAN. 29, 1820. 





‘¢In mercy spare us when we do our best, 
To make as much waste-paper as the rest.” 


Once more, by the unanimous vote of our 
Invincible Brethren, we are called to appear 
before the public in the character of Scrib- 
lers.. In attempting to provide matter for 
this second No. of our little publication, far 
be it from us to think of rivaling any of our 

‘brethren ofthe quill (or Tables,) for we are 
_ but just entering on the stage, and it cannot 
be expected, 










—_—_—_——‘‘ Jn life’s first dawn, to find 
Those nerves of thought, that grace the ripen’d 
mind.” 


But from the reception of our first No. we 
are encouraged to make this second attempt 
to amuse the younger part of society ; andif 
we succeed no farther, than to renew their 
conjectures as to the authors of our work and 
embers of our phalanx, we shall feel amply 


ewarded for our trouble; for wedo not ex- 
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|| pect the notice of those more advanced 1m , 

































life, for whose scrutinizing eye the imperfec- | 
tions of our work were never intended. 

That none may accuse us ofa want of can- 
dour, we acknowledge that our first No. was 
more severe than we should have published, | 
had we not been incited by the complaints of 
certain of our members, who were smarting 
: under the remembrance of recent grievances. 
But by this, we would not be understood to 

acknowledge, that the said No. contains any 
thing, the truth of which, we are disposed to 
doubt ; but there is an old maxim, that ‘‘ the 
' whole truth is net always to be spoken.”’ We 
have now determined to turn our attention to | 
more worthy subjects, not forgetting how- 
ever, our original purpose, which was to make 
a decided Stand against those corruptions of 
our age, which seem to betoken the return of 
the dark ages—we mean chivalry, and the 
domination of the ‘ fair sex. 
_ Behold how great a matter, a little fire 
kindleth.”’ 

Who would have thought that our little 
production could have excited so much wrath 
and so much speculation ? Many we believe, 
selected from it, and applied to their own 
characters, passages which we intended only 
as general in their application: For instance, 
a lady who had been for years an unsuccessful 
candidate for matrimony, eondemned all but 
the following couplet ; 








** A single lady though advanc’d in life, 
“Is much more happy than an ill-match’d-wife.’ 
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We are also credibly informed, that one 


fair damsel was so enraged by reading merely 


the motto of our publication, that she instant- 
ly tore the harmless little book to pieces. 
Tantene animis celestibus ire ? (Some of the 


» “ Delectable Ones,” among their numerous 


qualifications, we believe understand Latin, if 
not we ask pardon.) Another, it is said, 
(though not a little vexed,) had the candor to 
acknowledge, that there was ‘‘.a good deal of 
truth in it.” These, we consider as convin- 
cing proofs of the discernment of our authors ; 
and we have reason to think that the sterm 
of female indignation has done us no essential 


“| injury. It bas indeed been whispered that. 


they were writing an answer to our first No. 
and that it was to be entitled ‘‘ ‘The Chair.” 
The truth of this rumor we have no reason. 
to doubt, as a member of our fraternity, had 
his information from one who had seen the 
sheets, but alas! he did not see the contents ; 
and unless they should finally conclude to 
publish it, which we almost despair of, it will 
probably forever remain in oblivion whether 
it was favourable to us or not. We confess 
that a chair would be very acceptable to us, 
especially after so long standing, as we think | 
it must be of curious workmanship, and pro- 
bably an easy chair. When it was first told 
us we were on the point of exclaiming, ‘* even 
unto us honour hath come,” and for once we 
felt our superiority over the GREAT Round 
Table folks, inasmuch as we were noticed, 
(not by four secluded oldSquare Table maids, ) 
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but by the young and beautiful,.-Ah! even © 
by the ‘* delectable Ones.”’ Itis true wewere — 
disappointed, but we can attribute it toncth- — 
ing but their characteristic modesty, which 
revolted at the idea of disclosing their senti- § 
ments to the public ; and this is the only | 
consolation we have for the loss of their no | 
doubt, invaluable publication. But we were | 
far more pleased and delighted with the furi- | 
ous anger of a race of beings midway from 
monkey up to woman—We mean the Dan- 
dies.—It was indeed amusing to hear these 
creatures swear “‘ ’twas shameful” and ‘* ’pon 
honour ’twas too bad ;’? Some even of these 
contemptible beings, we understand, threat- 
ened to write an answer, and yindicate the 
cause of woman ; one swore that an answer 
should be published, even if he had to pawn 
his corset in order to defray the expences ; 
but most of all were we amused by the various 
conjectures which were made concerning the 
authors of the Stand; When an event, con- 
nected with mystery, seizes upon public at- 
tention, (say the magnanimous and magnifi- 
cent Knights of the Round Table) it is very 
amusing to sit bebird the curtain, and view 
the wanderings of curiosity and speculation. 
Doubly amusing was it for us, in this instance, 
to observe so great a diversity, and even 
contrariety of opinion, of so unimportant a 
subject, and highly were we gratified to find 
that the accustomed sagacity of the Yan- 
kies was insufficient to penetrate the mystery 
in which we were shreuded ; to find that the 








13 a 
1 open-mouthed pack of pursuers were ona weg 
.e . wrong scent,—that every hypothesis and. ef 
si : every conjecture was still farther and farther y 

h | from the truth ; to find that all the ‘* honour,”’ 
;- | and all the ‘* shame,”’ of our performance fell 
y | tothe share of afew undeservingand innocent ae 
o | boys ; and it contributed not a little to our Ae 
e | amusement, to see ignorant weak headed : 

. | lads, assuming to themselves new airs in con- A 
| sequence of this unrealdistinction. And now y 
good gentle-folks we tell you, that you are all if 
wrong, and that you know nothing at all about ai 
this matter; and furthermore we tell you, , | 
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that you never shall know ; for we give no- 
tice that if we are ever either directly, or in- 
directly, questioned on this subject, we shall 
give such an answer as will be best calculated 
to deceive ; Nor let any one on this account | 
venture rashly to impeach our principles 

or our morality, for we can assure him in the ane 
language of the old song : cae 


aia ee A. | 


*¢ Our heads are stout and full of valour, a } : 
Our hearts are wise and full of brains.” : 


That is to say, we are both able to vindicate | 
our honor, alamode, and also to prove to the aig 
satisfaction of every candid ‘mind, that false- i 
hvod and prevarication in this case, are se 8 
fectly justifiable and proper Stop ! Stop! may | 








we beg of you, do not burn the book yet,— | 
never condemn a man unheard,—We were \iO8 | 
about to explain, but will first ask you a ques- ft 
tion or two. Is Waverly a lie ? are the 
Tales of my Landlord lies ? is Ceelebs a lie ! Le 
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and why are they not lies ? simply because | 
the authors do not profess to speak the truth. _ 
Now we give public notice, that on this sub- | 
ject we will not speak the truth : is not this 

justifiable ? And who has a right to complain ? 
or who is treated with injustice ? And 
now, out of pure compliment to the ladies, 
and other inquisitive beings, we propose to 
give a brief acount of ourselves, premising, 
however, that we do this of our own free will 
and pleasure, and not because we are under 
any obligation whatever. ‘To begin then, 
we comprise a part of that class of young 
men, who in a recent publication, have been 
stigmatised as gamblers and midnight revel- 
lers. Associated for our mutual convenience, 
edification and defence, under the title of | 
Invincibles, we have taken our Stand, from 
which we’are not to be driven, either by the 
threats of the powerful, or by the frowns of 
the weak. Wemakero pretensions to learn- 
ing or science, and do not expect that the 
end of our labours will be half so magnificent 
as the commencement of the Round Table. 
We do not profess to be “ actuated’? hy any 
‘* boundless love’? which we either ‘< jointly 
or severally”’ entertain for the inhabitants of 
this ‘* delectable city.”—We have voted in 
full meeting, that the essay of Marmaduke 
Mediey, K. T. in the second No. of the 
Round Table, is a gross, scandalous, and ma- 
licious libel on the young men of this city ; 
And accordingly one of our number has pre- 
pated a fulminaton against him and his frater- 
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| nity, which will appear, either in this, or 
) some future No. of our publication.—It re- 
' mains that we give a brief sketch of the cha- 
> racters of a few individuals of our Invincible 
) band. —We begin with SOLOMON UNDER- 
STAND. The first thing that strikes an ob- 
' server of his character, is his fondness for 
> quotations, from various authors both Latin 
) and English ; his Latin he acquired at the 
| Grammar School, where he fitted for College, 
* but when the time arrived for him to visit 
‘the seat of the Sluses,” his father began 
} to count the cost of a Collegiate education, 
_ and after a laborious calculation, he came to 


the conclusion, that it would be more profita- 


| ble to place his son behind the counter ; The 
) youth however was loth to relinquish the 
) loved pursuits of Literature ; and now, though 


his days are spent in measuring tape and cal- 


‘ico; the night he often devotes to laborious 


study, and to those delightful pursuits which 
are endeared to him by the recollection of 
his boyhood. He is astrict observer of hu- 
man nature ; more especially does he mark 
the conduct and actions of the ladies, and 


i rarely does one visit his store, to examine 


his goods, or to enquire for a sample, when 
he does not gather something from her con- 
duct, or expressions, to assist him in forming 
an estimate of her character. He has for 
sometime filled our Presidential chair with 
honor to himself, and much to the satisfaction 
of his brethren. | 
GIDEON GUNFLINT, is a great admirer 
A 3 
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ofantiquities. He has read ali the old authors | 
that ever came in his way ; and he considers 
their works as the only models of fine writing, | 
and as ‘‘ the pure well of English undefiled.” | 
One of his characteristics, is habitual indo- | 
lence, and our experience has shown that | 
the snarks of his genius can be excited only | 
by collision. He is a smatterer in politics | 
and moreover somewhat addicted to Chemis- | 
try and Botany. | 

JONATHAN WILDFIRE. To him has 
often been applied the prediction of the Pa- 
triarch concerning his first-born ‘‘Unstable as | 
water thou shalt not excel.” Accurately to 
delineate his character is impossible; as 
well might one attempt to give to ‘‘ airy noth- 
ing a local habitation anda name.” One mo- 
ment his head will be full of rhymes and riv-! 
ulets, mountains and daisies, sublimity and_ 
nonsense; the next you might find himt 
gravely philosophising, or forming a scheme | 
of perpetual motion. He is as great an ad- 
mirer of the modern authors as Gunflint is of 
the ancient, and he accordingly reads every 
new novel and every new poem whichcomes§: 
within bis reach. He was the founder of our 
Association, yet it has sometimes been de- 
bated whether he ought not to be wholly 
ejected from the society, (as he has already 
been from the Presidential chair.) For our 
brother Gunflint testifies that he has good rea- 
son to believe that he isin love and maintains 
a correspondence witha lady in the country ; 
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but as he refuses to tell us the reasons of this 
belief, the society have voted that Wildfire is 
not guilty of the crime laid to his charge. 
For the present let these individuals suffice 
as a specimen of our society. In some fu- 
ture No. we may perhaps introduce our rea- 
ders tosome other members of the fraterni- 
ty.—One thing we*-aad almost forgotten ; 
we have heard several express great curiosi- 
ty with regard to the names we have _ taken ; 
This curiosity we have no objection to grati- 
fying. The name “ Invincibles” we have 


assumed as expressive of the character of 


those who never have been conquered, and 
who have determined that they never will 
be conquered, by flattery, or favours, by 
smiles or nods, or any of those deceitful arts 
which females so often use, (Ah ! too success- 
fully) in their effofts to gain the dominion in 
this little world.—Our title, The Stand, was 
suggested, by the Tables which have of Jate 
astonished the good people of this city ; and 
as a stand is insignificant when placed by the 
side of a table, we thought in this way to ex- 
' press the unimportance of our work when 
compared with the productions of the Knights 
of the Round and Maids of the Square 
Table. 


me 
** Nothing extenuate, nor set dowa aught in malice.” 


In reapect to our views, intentions, &c. 


we consider it superfluous for us to give any 
A4 
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further explanation; bnt if ‘any “stupid 
elves” there should be, who need tt, we re- 
fer them to the publication styled the ‘* Round 
‘Table,”? where they will find that those Brag- 
adocias who claim that they are legitimate 
knights and lineal descendants of the Ethel- 
wolfs, Edgars, Egberts Alfreds, and a long 
line of exalted ancestry, ‘have under cover of 
this pretended superiority, basely and malig- 
nantly attacked and slandered the characters 
of the young men of this City ; but they have 
yet to learn that their adopted country (as 
they are pleased to term it,) does not sanc- 
tion nobility in trampling on the rights of any 
class of her citizens, but that the press is 
equally accessible to all, to which we now 
resort to defend ‘‘ our right to be let alone,” 
which has been invaded by one of their num- 
ber in such an illiberal and cowardly man- 
ner, that we are obliged to devote a portion 
of our little work, and of our attention to 
their publication. In defence, then, of our 


reputation, we raise our Standard against 


the Knights of the Round Table. In the 
first place, we will Jay before our readers a 
few extracts from their first No. stating their 
views and intentions, and afterwards from the 
writings of Marmaduke Medley, one of their 
number, and leave it to our readers to judge 
whether their conduct corresponds with their 
professions. It may be proper however, to 
forewarn our readers, that we do not profess 
to play the critic, but on the contrary, we 
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8 iament that a style so elegant, should be made 
; ' the vehicle of slander. 


‘For, shame to the man how well so’er he write, 
Who mingles foul with fair, and wrong with right.” 


> Page 2, of No. 1, we find the following : 
‘Our object is, first of all, to gratify and if 
4 possible amuse ourselves.” And itseems they 
| go any length to accomplish this object.— 
) Honour is but a feather in their course,—they 
’ have no regard for their own, and hesitate 
) not to attack that of others. ‘We pledge 
) you the honour of Worthy Knights that our 
lash shall never be felt on the backs of the un- 
deserving.” 
| How merciful they are !—We shall prove 
in the sequel how worthy. > 





‘At least one half of the world are willing i. 


be ridiculed themselves, provided they can en- 
joy the enviable privilege of laughing at their 
neighbours.” 

May it please your honors, we are not of 
this class, and though we might abide by ridz- 
Pcule,we are far from t thinking that it becomes us 
as young men of * spirit.and independence” to 
overlook the accusations of foul-mouthed slan- 

er. 

Page 9, we find a sketch of the history of 
Marmaduke Medley, by which it appears, 
that he was intended by his parents for the 
Holy Office, but when arrived at manhood, 
not finding any chance of promotion above a 
country curate, he neglected to take orders ; 
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gress of many, that I can now easily discover 
from the first year of an apprenticeship, the 


‘are lost to the ministry ! he would undoubt- 
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and now is venting the spleen of his unholy | 
and disappointed ambition on us in a manner, 
unworthy even of those who make no preten- 
sions to nobility, as our readers will find by 
referring to Round Table No. il. p. 45. | 
In the first place he tells us of his 
great regard for the reputation of our City ; 
which we are much inclined to doubt, as we 
think such professions but ill accord with 
the pains he has taken to calumniate a class 
of its citizens, and scatter those calumnies in 
the most public manner, through every part 
of the country. We feel an interest in the 
reputation of our city, certainly more than 


any stranger can; but still more do we feel }) 


interested in the reputation of that particular 5 
class to which we belong. 

P.45. ‘I have ever taken a deep interest in 
young men, while preparing to enter upon that 
business which is to constitute the employment 
of their lives.” 


How extremely kind in him! and we feel § 


grateful in proportion. 
** And so faithfully have I scrutinized the pro- 


true complexion of the last year of business.” 
Wonderful! he must have been an un- 
common youth! what a pity that his talents 


edly have also rent the vail from futurity, and 
eternity no longer would have been a mys- 
tery. 
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‘There is @ restlessness about them that shows 
how severely they chidethe lingering hour, and 
with what impatience they wait the evening’s 
approach. And when the time for leaving 
i their employments actually arrives, the key 1s 
turned with an emphasis that distinctly tells 
with what pleasure they hail the day’s depart 
ure, and with what reluctance they wall meet its 
Sreturn.”’ : 

» How observing! and such uncommon per- 
ception of hearing, that the emphasis of a key 
inferms him, with what reluctance the pos- 
sessor will return the ensuing morning! One 
would think he must be their Guardian De- 
ity ! 
: ef you meet them in the street, they are so 
persevering in their oniy straight forward 
course, that zt is with comsiderable difficulty 
you are able to pass them without being driven 
from the sidewalk.” 
If he finds so much difficulty in passing 
, them, we would suggest to him the propriety 
5 of making himself known to them, for he must 
undoubtedly inspire respect wherever he is 
known ; if not, his ancestors no doubt would 
protect him from insult. After a long string 
of abuse as illiberal, as unmerited, following 
them to soda fountains, fruit-shops, &c. he 
says, ‘‘ If this however were all, I should hope 
that years of more discretion would shame and: 
reform them: But the eye of scrutiny wil 
nd them out in their most secret resorts; 
How many counting rooms in this town, are 
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fading over the midnight card-table. It is at j 
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made the charnel houses of health, reputation 
and a father’s fortune’ How frequently im 
these places is the flickering blaze of the ex- 
hausted lamp, the wnerring indication of the 
sinking spirit, and the glow of youthful health 


these revels that the mind is weakened and dis- 
torted, their bodies enervated and. diseased, and 
of course they are incapacitated for the necessa- 
ry business of the succeeding day. it is here 
100 that the means furnished them by an indul- 
gent parent are squandered, and those propen- 
sities established, which lead them to resist the 
admonition of propriety, and to meet unblush- 
ingly the finger of scorn as it follows them to| 
the open tipling shop. I might perhaps pursue | 
them to scenes still more disgraceful.—Scenes, 
the very atmosphere of which, once entered, 
fixes a deadly polluiion upon the virtues and 
the morals of youth ; but Iwill stop.-——The veil 
has been sufficiently drawn, to convince them, 
that it can be torn asunder, and that they might 
not retain even a fragment to conceal their 
shame.” . » 

Tremendous—solemn thought! And what 
say you Sir Knight to withdrawing the rest 
of this veil. We not only give thee free per- 
mission but most ardently wish it; and if thou 
wouldst also tear asunder the veil which con- 
ceals thine own shame, it would be a gratifi- — 
cation to us, as well as a partial atonement for 
our wrongs. But let us look back once 
more ; pray how did he come by all this in- 
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formation ; he talks to be sure about the eye 
of scrutiny, and in fact, his keenness of sight 
and also hearing we have no reason to doubt, 
when we reflect that he inhabits a cave, and 


Wthat he is probably related to the owls and 


bats his companions, with whom he emer- 
ges ‘a twilight; though if his eye is small 
enough to penetrate a key hole, he can dis- 
pensé with the assistance of his cousins.— 
Even| while penning this we are probably obs 
served by some of the fraternity, but he will 


waitin vain for the introduction of cards.— 


iScribling is the game we admire, and the flick- 


ering blaze of our exhausted lamp, so far 
from being the indication of a sinking spirit, 


gis in fact, ‘‘the unerring indication” of our 


youthful ardor, and our efforts to repel the 
attacks of calumny. A key hole. is easily 
stopped, but conscious innocence needs no 
such precaution. As to their bodies being 
so much weakened and enervated, if he will 
have the goodness to disclose himself, we can 
assure him that he will be convinced of his er- 
ror, and that they have strength remaining, 
sufficient to do him justice, as well as them-’ 
selves, for he has charged them with every 
hing which his antiquated skull could invent 
or malice dictate, and we defy him to produce 
one single instance of what he has advanced 
among the respectable part of the class allud- 
edto; and if he gives us no proof, the con- 
lusion of course is, that he has none to give. 
He goes on to say, page 48, “ Sorry in- 
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feelings chastened, and corrected, and by being 


page 45, he says, ‘‘ We are bound to make 
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deed am I to observe so great a propensity 
among our young men, to avoid our excellent 
circles of female society. It 28, here their man- 
ners might be polished and improved, their 

























early acquainted with the female character, } 
they might be enabled at a proper period to 
make a judicious selection of a iotfe : 


Let such teach others who themselves excel, 
And censure freely who have acted well. 


Then, is it for him an antiquated, seeluded# 
old bachelor, to say the least, who (in his own 
words) ‘‘ views the city from the adjacent 
country, and ventures to saunter through the 
streets; just at the hour when the sunis sink- 
ing beneath the horizon .;”’ is it for him to dic- 
tate, who if ever he was acquainted with wo- 
man kind, certainly is not with the present 
generation ; and if he retired in disgust with 
those of former days, what.would he think ef 
the present age ? but we find page 42 the 
following paragraph: ‘“‘Flibbertigibbet, who 
is full of schemes has enquired of Medley in a 
covered kind of manner whether the Pope might 
not absolve our vow of celibacy.’ This appears 
as though the old Moles have some notion of 
Medley-ing with the present daughters of 
Eve ;—and faith, we wish them no greater 
curse. Page 29, this Medley-ing fellow 
says : ** thehabits of sixteen closely adhere at 
sixty ;—Pray, where was he brought up ! 
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every effortto control and subdue our wrong 
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ropensities.”” ‘* Charity begins at home,” 
and we think it would be well for him to check 
that propensity to defame and villify, which 
has acquired so great an ascendancy over 





—*¢To draw in his horns, 
Belike the snail amid the thorns,”’ 


) And sponge away his censure” of this class 


by an acknowledgement of their wrongs ; 


| They say that one of their objects is to im- 


prove tbe public character, with an especial 
reference to our fellow citizens ; and this to 
be effected by essays. Supposing the class 
they have thus attacked, had been familiar 
with all the vices laid to their charge ; was 
such an essay calculated to remedy the evil ? 
Xerxes throwing chains into the Hellespont 
to curb the violence of the wavés, does not 
exhibit a more perfect imstance of folly and 
absurdity.—In fine, the very account they 
give of themselves, appears to be marked 
with strange inconsistency ; this Marmaduke 
Medley pretends to be more modern than bis 
brethren, but we can conceive of nothing 
more preposterous, than for these fellows to 
attempt palming themselves on the public, 
for the lineal descendants of an ancient and 
honorable Knighthood, who are more proba- 
bably descendants of the famed pirates of old, 
and we should probably find the names of 
Kidd, Tew, North and others ‘“ enrolled in 
their archives,”’ instead of those of Ethelwolf, 
Edgar, and Alfred ; and it is not impossible 
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‘hat they are in league with those that have 
of late infested our coast ; so that in discov- 
ering their place of retreat, we shall be able 
to remunerate our fellow-citizens, who have 
lost by their depredations, from the spoils 
which have perhaps, been conveyed to their 
cave through some subterraneous passage ;| 
the discovery of which would be an invalua- 
ble service to our city; and we would re- 
commend it to our night watch to double 
their vigilance, for if they can detect them 
in some of their midnight excursions, it may 
render the precaution of a watch in a great 
measure needless. 

‘As they admitted in their first No. that “ the, 
seductive poison of flattery had penetrated 
within their solitary cave,” we arein hopes that 


the voice of jnstice and retribution will also’ 
reach them, 













“And screaming night fiends, hot in recreant zore, 
Rive their strain’d fibres to their heart’s rank core, | 
‘Till startled conscience heap in wild dismay, 
Convulsive curses, on the source of day.” 


N. B. As an apology for thus noticing 
them, we refer them to thé well known anec- | 
dote of Gen. Lee and the Scotch Officer,— 
and in the hackneyed expression of one who § 


we suppose of their order, ‘“ Let the galled} 
jades wince.” | 


=o 
‘* Now don’t let any of it put you in a passion, 
Because ; upon my conscience, a little bit of nonsense | 
Now a days, is the very tippy and pink of the fashion. | 
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